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South Carolina’s Employment Situation 
 December 2010 
 
Employment on the Rise  
While Unemployment Rate Shows No Improvement 
 
The month of December showed a positive trend in total employment through an increase of 4,394. This 
growth represents a climb in employment over four consecutive months. While this is good news, South 
Carolina’s unemployment rate shows no improvement. Seasonally adjusted numbers indicate a slight 
increase in the unemployment rate to 10.7% in December from a rate of 10.6% in November, a one tenth 
percent change accounting for an additional 2,783 unemployed. Although the unemployment rate 
increased, this is an improvement of 1.8% since January. Looking at the total labor force (employed + 
unemployed), we show a gain of 7,177 for an overall level of 2,161,784.  
Nationally, estimates in employment rose by 297,000 to 139.2 million while the number of unemployed 
persons in December decreased by 556,000 to 14.5 million. Overall, the unemployment rate dropped to 
9.4% while the labor force decreased by 260,000 to 153.7 million.  
Statewide, the establishment payroll survey showed a decline of 300 nonagricultural jobs in December. 
This includes a gain of 800 jobs in the Private sector and a loss of 1,100 Government jobs. 
Manufacturing showed a modest gain of 200 jobs, as the industry continues its growth. Additional 
increases were noted in Retail Trade (+1,300), Educational and Health Services (+1,200), Professional 
and Business Services (+1,600), Construction (+400), and Wholesale Trade (+100). Due to the seasonal 
nature of the industry, Leisure and Hospitality continued to show declines (-3,900).  
Over the past 12 months, Employment Services, a subset of Professional and Business Services, has led 
the state in employment with an increase of 10,100 jobs. Other industries experiencing gains were 
Manufacturing (+5,000), Financial Activities (+3,700), Education and Health Services (+3,200), and 
Wholesale Trade (+2,600). 
“As the state’s employment level gradually trends upward, we are also seeing more people return to the 
labor force. While this is encouraging, we remain cautiously optimistic about the state’s continuing 
recovery…” said John Finan, Executive Director of the South Carolina Department of Employment and 
Workforce.  
 
 
 
 
 
                         WAGE AND SALARY EMPLOYMENT
December - 2010
December November December Net Change From
Industry 2010 2010 2009 Month Year
Ago Ago
     Total Nonag. Employment 1,828,800 1,829,100 1,812,700 -300 16,100
     Natural Resources and Mining 4,400 4,400 4,100 0 300
     Construction 79,900 79,500 82,500 400 -2,600
     Manufacturing 212,500 212,300 207,500 200 5,000
     Trade, Transportation and Utilities 351,200 349,700 350,000 1,500 1,200
     Information 28,100 27,900 27,900 200 200
     Financial Activities 103,800 103,300 100,100 500 3,700
     Professional and Business Services 212,700 211,100 208,700 1,600 4,000
     Educational and Health Services 213,700 212,500 210,500 1,200 3,200
     Leisure and Hospitality 194,200 198,100 194,700 -3,900 -500
     Government 358,900 360,000 358,800 -1,100 100
         UNEMPLOYMENT RATES RANKED BY COUNTY
Unemployment Rate
December November
Rank 2010 2010 % Change
1 Marion 19.7 19.0 0.7
2 Marlboro 18.4 17.9 0.5
3 Allendale 18.3 18.4 -0.1
4 Chester 17.4 17.1 0.3
5 Union 17.2 16.9 0.3
6 Barnwell 15.8 15.7 0.1
Lancaster 15.8 15.8 0.0
8 York 15.7 15.1 0.6
9 Clarendon 15.5 15.2 0.3
10 Dillon 15.4 14.9 0.5
Bamberg 15.4 15.1 0.3
12 McCormick 15.3 15.4 -0.1
13 Orangeburg 15.0 15.1 -0.1
14 Chesterfield 14.9 14.6 0.3
15 Williamsburg 14.4 14.0 0.4
Hampton 14.4 14.1 0.3
17 Cherokee 14.0 13.6 0.4
18 Lee 13.5 13.2 0.3
Colleton 13.5 13.2 0.3
20 Fairfield 13.2 12.9 0.3
21 Horry 13.0 11.8 1.2
22 Sumter 12.4 12.1 0.3
23 Georgetown 12.2 11.6 0.6
Abbeville 12.2 12.5 -0.3
25 Darlington 11.9 11.7 0.2
26 Calhoun 11.7 12.1 -0.4
27 Greenwood 11.5 11.5 0.0
28 Florence 11.3 11.1 0.2
29 Oconee 11.1 10.8 0.3
30 Laurens 11.0 11.0 0.0
31 Spartanburg 10.9 10.8 0.1
32 Newberry 10.8 10.7 0.1
Anderson 10.8 11.1 -0.3
34 Kershaw 9.9 10.4 -0.5
35 Berkeley 9.8 9.7 0.1
36 Edgefield 9.5 9.5 0.0
Jasper 9.5 9.6 -0.1
38 Saluda 9.3 9.1 0.2
Richland 9.3 9.2 0.1
Pickens 9.3 9.4 -0.1
41 Dorchester 9.1 9.1 0.0
42 Greenville 9.0 9.0 0.0
43 Charleston 8.6 8.7 -0.1
44 Aiken 8.5 8.4 0.1
Beaufort 8.5 8.5 0.0
46 Lexington 8.0 8.0 0.0
 
 
 
                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                                                     
December November December December November December December November December
AREA: 2010 2010 2009 2010 2010 2009 2010 2010 2009
                                                                                                                                                                                                           
ABBEVILLE 10,873 10,803 11,201 1,328 1,350 1,761 12.2 12.5 15.7
AIKEN 76,191 75,897 76,362 6,440 6,388 7,808 8.5 8.4 10.2
ALLENDALE 3,301 3,273 3,430 603 601 764 18.3 18.4 22.3
ANDERSON MSA 82,877 82,597 84,661 8,927 9,200 11,389 10.8 11.1 13.5
BAMBERG 6,402 6,311 6,490 989 950 1,130 15.4 15.1 17.4
BARNWELL 9,143 9,044 9,383 1,448 1,417 1,788 15.8 15.7 19.1
BEAUFORT 65,791 65,191 65,525 5,579 5,511 5,914 8.5 8.5 9.0
BERKELEY 81,190 80,954 80,053 7,920 7,835 8,753 9.8 9.7 10.9
CALHOUN 6,837 6,857 6,889 797 827 926 11.7 12.1 13.4
CHARLESTON 176,572 176,378 174,312 15,259 15,396 17,335 8.6 8.7 9.9
CHEROKEE  25,123 24,814 25,573 3,512 3,365 4,197 14.0 13.6 16.4
CHESTER 15,194 15,030 15,722 2,647 2,571 3,344 17.4 17.1 21.3
CHESTERFIELD 18,821 18,610 19,047 2,797 2,722 3,249 14.9 14.6 17.1
CLARENDON 12,961 12,836 12,960 2,012 1,954 2,114 15.5 15.2 16.3
COLLETON  17,588 17,388 17,535 2,367 2,292 2,523 13.5 13.2 14.4
DARLINGTON 31,669 31,395 31,229 3,779 3,665 4,148 11.9 11.7 13.3
DILLON 14,139 13,931 14,235 2,176 2,079 2,372 15.4 14.9 16.7
DORCHESTER 64,445 64,310 63,533 5,864 5,850 6,527 9.1 9.1 10.3
EDGEFIELD 11,149 11,104 11,205 1,060 1,050 1,289 9.5 9.5 11.5
FAIRFIELD 11,149 11,091 10,960 1,475 1,434 1,410 13.2 12.9 12.9
FLORENCE 64,533 64,014 63,658 7,307 7,117 8,091 11.3 11.1 12.7
GEORGETOWN 31,115 30,826 31,307 3,784 3,583 4,419 12.2 11.6 14.1
GREENVILLE 219,150 218,638 220,173 19,639 19,645 23,527 9.0 9.0 10.7
GREENWOOD 30,991 30,685 31,377 3,563 3,519 4,252 11.5 11.5 13.6
HAMPTON 7,996 7,897 8,031 1,148 1,113 1,264 14.4 14.1 15.7
HORRY/MYR BCH MSA 128,194 129,574 125,903 16,607 15,273 18,317 13.0 11.8 14.5
JASPER 10,417 10,338 10,420 993 997 1,090 9.5 9.6 10.5
KERSHAW 29,838 29,939 29,957 2,951 3,101 3,417 9.9 10.4 11.4
LANCASTER 30,088 29,864 30,484 4,754 4,712 5,475 15.8 15.8 18.0
LAURENS 32,291 32,186 32,352 3,558 3,528 4,032 11.0 11.0 12.5
LEE 8,383 8,313 8,485 1,128 1,098 1,314 13.5 13.2 15.5
LEXINGTON 132,654 132,335 132,096 10,660 10,560 11,675 8.0 8.0 8.8
MARION 13,136 12,969 13,241 2,585 2,470 2,888 19.7 19.0 21.8
MARLBORO  12,000 11,854 12,192 2,202 2,126 2,424 18.4 17.9 19.9
McCORMICK 3,395 3,366 3,468 518 517 625 15.3 15.4 18.0
NEWBERRY 18,251 18,095 18,231 1,964 1,930 2,192 10.8 10.7 12.0
OCONEE  30,909 30,562 31,509 3,440 3,313 4,353 11.1 10.8 13.8
ORANGEBURG 41,464 41,121 42,023 6,217 6,190 7,173 15.0 15.1 17.1
PICKENS 56,829 56,728 57,188 5,297 5,330 6,396 9.3 9.4 11.2
RICHLAND 180,575 180,135 180,152 16,721 16,574 18,410 9.3 9.2 10.2
SALUDA 8,953 8,918 8,952 835 814 938 9.3 9.1 10.5
SPARTANBURG MSA 133,257 133,152 134,626 14,482 14,335 17,482 10.9 10.8 13.0
SUMTER MSA 43,241 43,216 43,738 5,356 5,217 5,898 12.4 12.1 13.5
UNION 11,857 11,727 12,268 2,044 1,977 2,578 17.2 16.9 21.0
WILLIAMSBURG 16,020 15,838 16,149 2,302 2,214 2,661 14.4 14.0 16.5
YORK 113,163 112,186 110,922 17,768 16,937 16,680 15.7 15.1 15.0
Multi County MSAs
CHAS MSA 322,206 321,642 317,898 29,042 29,081 32,614 9.0 9.0 10.3
COLA MSA 370,007 369,275 369,005 33,439 33,310 36,775 9.0 9.0 10.0
FLORENCE MSA 96,202 95,409 94,887 11,086 10,782 12,239 11.5 11.3 12.9
GRNV MSA 308,270 307,553 309,714 28,494 28,503 33,956 9.2 9.3 11.0
South Carolina* 2,161.8 2,154.6 2,171.6 232.0 229.2 268.9 10.7 10.6 12.4
* State Seasonally Adjusted        
County/MSA Not Seasonally Adjusted
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